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Source 1: Louis XVI  Source 2: Napoleon Bonaparte 

 

 

 

Louis XVI - By Antoine Francois Callet - French Artist / Credit: Antoine Francois Callet / 
Bridgeman Art Library / Universal Images Group / Copyright © Bridgeman Art Library / For 
Education Use Only. This and millions of other educational images are available through 
Britannica Image Quest.  For a free trial, please visit www.britannica.co.uk/trial 

 
Napoleon in coronation robes, March 21, 1804. Oil on canvas, c1804, by J.A.D. 
Ingres / Credit: The Granger Collection / Universal Images Group / Copyright © 
The Granger Collection / For Education Use Only. This and millions of other 
educational images are available through Britannica Image Quest.  For a free 
trial, please visit www.britannica.co.uk/trial 
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Napoleon ruled France for fifteen years, which was a big achievement given that 

previous Revolutionary governments had lasted no longer than two years 

 

Task 1: Study the portraits of Louis XVI and Napoleon (Source 1 and Source 2) 

a. What can you infer about these two men based on their portraits?  

b. What are the similarities between them?  What are the differences? 

 

Task 2: Cut out the five cards below  and place them on the relevant continuum to show 

the extent of change and continuity from the Ancien Regime to Napoleon’s reign.   

 

There are five main areas: government, rights, education, religion, and society.  

Information about the Ancien Regime is given for you to compare/contrast with 

Napoleon’s regime. 

 

Napoleon’s Reign 

Feudalism 

and the 

nobility were 

abolished. 

Schools 

emphasised 

military 

values. 

All religions 

were allowed. 

The Church 

was paid for 

by the state 

and bishops 

were elected. 

Everyone was 

equal in the 

courts. 

Napoleon was 

the emperor 

and could not 

be removed 

from office. 

 

 

 

 

Task 3: Use the information you have analysed to help you answer the enquiry question: 

‘To what extent did France change under Napoleon?’ 
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The Ancient Regime 

The 

government 

was 

controlled by 

an absolute 

monarch who 

made all of 

the laws.  

There were 

no elections. 

The First and 

Second Estate 

had special 

rights. Most 

ordinary 

people could 

be put in 

prison without 

being charged 

and had to be 

careful about 

what they 

published. 

The privileged 

orders went to 

school.  There 

were no state 

schools, but 

there were 

schools run by 

the Catholic 

Church who 

emphasised a 

religious 

education. 

Catholicism 

was the 

religion of the 

king and 

therefore 

anyone who 

believed 

otherwise was 

persecuted.  

The Church 

owned a lot of 

land and was 

paid for by the 

tithe - a 

special tax. 

Society was 

structured 

into a feudal 

system.  The 

peasants had 

to pay 

homage and 

rents to the 

nobles. 

 

 
Continuity 

Change 

Continuity 

Change 

Continuity 

Change 

Continuity 

Change 

Continuity 

Change 


